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GERMANY. . 11

- CHAPTER 1V.

MY FAMILY INTRODUCED TO THE ACQUAINTANCE OF THE READER==
BOISTEROUS BUT MERRY COMPANIONS=—=A NIGHT AND A DAY IN
TRAVELLING ELEVEN GERMAN MILES, IN A GERMAN DILIGENCE=—
ARRIVAL ! AN INVITATION TO THE KING OF ENGLAND—THE PLEA-
SURES OF REPOSE AND A GOOD INN.

I AM ambitious of travelling in good company: or, to fpeak
without a figure, of fixing the attention of the reader of good
fenfe, and good tafte. Now, in order that we may go on pleafantly
together, our feehngs muft fympathize: which  they cannot do,
unlefs we have various common points of contaét.

I do not admire that fhivering fenfibility which fhrinks from"
and repines at every touch of rude neceflity. What age of the
world ever more forcibly taught how neceflary it is, for the poor
wanderer, to fteel himfelf to times and feafons? But, though we
endure, let us know that we endure! The knowledge is whole-
fome; and, to the wounded fpirit, the recolleion is a balm.
The truth is, I with to bring the rcader acquainted with thofe
over whom every focial and every aﬂ"c&nonatc tic had placed me,
as a guardian.

Here then is my Louifa, with an infant yet unfeen, but not two
months longer fo to remain ; and another on her knee: a fweet
boy, five quarters old, whom neither her burthen, nor fatigue, no
nor intreaty, could long induce her to commit even toa father’s

care: not becaufe the had fears, but, becaufe fhe had affe@ions.
‘ c2 On



12 GERMANY.

On one fide of her was my daughter, our faithful Fanny; as
gentle as the was courageous; and on the other myfelf. We oc-
cupied one of the wooden benches of the waggon: it was hard,
and expofed to every inclemency. The public vehicles, on this
road, are all in the fame ftate: unlefs you bring one, a covered
carriage is not to be had. Ours was the middle feat; and behind
us, and before us, were gentlemen and ladies, old and young.
‘Thefe gentlemen and ladies, well wrapped up in woollens and
provided with fnaps,* laughed and ranted like a hundred hop-
pickers; and, whenever their talkative jocularity ceafed, broke
forth into a general chorus of « Ach, du licber Auguflin, Auguflin,
Angupint -

Their mirth was not refined; but it tended to exhilarate: at
leatt it excited attention ; and gave a fort of employment to the
mind. How fhould we have been peftered, heaven help us, if, in-
ftead of thefe hale companions, we had had my lady’s woman,
and my lord’s valet! ' .

I do not however emulate that excefs of philanthropy, which
pretends to find every thing good, and admirable. One man will
tell me, 1 have not fecen the werld, becaufe I am not a member
of his clab; and another, becaufe I never danced at the aflembly
to which he is a fubfcriber. To each of thefe, the clab and the
affembly are the wor/d, For my own part, [ have been fo huftled,
and tofled, and dtiven about, that the worlds on which I have
been thrown are too various for memory to retain. Even the
wotld of a fakrende poff is far from being always the fame: and
to you, my gentle companions, it was totally a new world.

It was the beginning of May, and about feven o’clock in the

* * Spiritous liquors. "t The chatus to a popular fong.

cvening,
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* evening, when we fet off. From Harburg to Bremen, at which
city we intended to halt a few days, is only eleven miles.

« Oh! Then you were to be at your journey’s end by nine that
very evening.”’ :

Ah, my dear madam, they were Gerrnan miles; and the road,
the poftillion, and the ffukl-wagen were each of them German.

- We travelled all night, and all day, through a country fo flat
that no obje& was hidden ; yet nothing could be feen, except cold
and green nakednefs; and arrived, with great difficulty, between
nine and ten the next evening. I do not think thefe eleven Ger-
man miles could meafure lefs than feventy Englith: ftill however
it appears ftrange that perfons, who travel in a flying diligence,
fhould be fix or feven and twenty hours in going feventy miles.
It is the fa®. Had we gone two moriths earlier, it would have
- been much worfe: we fhould not have flept in'Bremen the: fecond

aight. :

Louifa bore the journey with cheerfulnefs ; ; wearied enough,
tis true ; but the fhaking was little, compared to that which fhe
bad afterward to endure.

Do not imagine that every where, as in England, you are driven
to your inn door, ftep. out, and immediately feat yourfelf by a
pleafant fire; with a bell at your hand, and a ready waiter: who
is clean, attentive, and expeditious, in hopes that he may excite
your gcxicroﬁty. Fires, bells, and waiters, of this defcription, are
feldom to be found in a German inn : and, further, we had the-inn
itfelf to feek.

On this occafion, it happened that we were fortunate. Bremen,
like other German cities, has its poft-houfc ; where the paffengers -
alight, and the heavy rude machine is unloaded. Obliged to
watch and fee that our effe@s were fafe, as we were ftanding, -

" “urrounded
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furrounded by the confufion of paffengers, porters, and the loads
they were tofling about in the dark, we were accofted by a
boy; who afked, in good Englifh, ¢ if we would fuffer him to
thow us to an inn "

¢« Ay, my good fellow ; moft willingly.’

¢ Then pleafe, fir, to follow me.”

¢ Who aré¢ you ; and where do you live ¥’

« My father keeps the Kinig von England, over the bridge.”

¢ Indeed ! He keeps the King of England? And is he an Eng-
lithman ¥’

¢« Yes, fir; he was born in Dublin.”

¢ Ah, ha!" The anfwer was in charaQer.

* His name is Lane : and you will find beds, and fire, and fup-
per, fuch as you will like.”

* You arc a very obliging boy; and bring very good news. Do
you, Louifa and Fanny, follow him; and I will join you, as foon
as I can.’

The fpirits, when exhaufted, have fcarcely the force to be im-
patient: but they muft be diligently watched, that they do not
become pettith. I bad waited full three ‘quarters of an hour;
and yet the porters could not, or would not, attend to me. Every
thing was fafe: I might go, if I pleafed. I could get no other
anfwer. The boy had returned, and affured me whatever I left
would be brought to our inm, before we had eaten our fupper.
To find the rational quantity of confidence is fometimes a difficult
calculation : however, I once more repeat, that a very moderate
fhare of caution is generally fufficient, among the Germans.

The boy had not deceived us: the houfe was not abfolutely
Englith ; it was in Bremen, and the landlord was a good natured
Hibernian ; but there was civility, a parlour fire, tolerable wine,

‘ and
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and an excellent fupper. There are travellers who wander among
cternal flowers ; there are others that never ftep but upon thorns:
I have never yet arrived at paradife, or purgatory, However, I
do not know better how to defcribe the evening's enjoyment;
after the day’s fatigue, than by that common figure of fpeech, a
heaven upon earth !

b il Heartes af o Sonodordiem..

/2,41,,{.« by R, Phdlges 31 T At 00
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- CHAPTER V..

A WALK IN BREMEN—ASPECT OF THE CITY AND ITS INHABITANTS~=
THE PRUSSIANS AGAIN, AND THE FEELINGS OF THE PEOPLE—RO-
LAND, THE GIANT—THE EMBLEMATIC PILGRIM—A REMARKABLE
VAULT UNDER THE-CATHEDRAL, AND ITS MUMMIES—AN ENGLISH
COUNTESS—THE NECESSITY OF INVESTIGATION—PAINTINGS, POPU-
LAR TALES, AND INDECORUM. '

E were pleafed, as we walked the next morning and exa-

mined the city. Speaking with fome fmall licence, or

rather with fome few exceptions, the ftreets are cleaner, wider,

and more airy, the houfes better built, and the whole better plan-

ned, than Hamburg; or, in my opinion, than Lubeck. I referve

a more detailed account of thefe Hanfe towns to another occafion ;

a few fketches of Bremen excepted, which may rather aid than
harm any future defign.

The Pruffians were here, likewife; and we had left the Danes
at Hamburg. Both places were greatly annoyed : trade was im-
peded; and, from the pooreft citizen to the proudeft burgo-
- mafter, every man felt himfelf humbled.

Bremien occupies nearly as much ground as Hamburg: but its
population, wealth, and commerce, are far inferior. The check,
which commercial intercourfe had received, together with the
quiet ftreets, black veils, and fober countenances of the matrons,
formed a contraft; which, though not abfolutely gloomy, had a
temporary kind of mournfulnefs.

The common people, indeed, were in the habit of being cheer-
ful ;
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ful ; they were well cloathed, well paid, and well fed: but they

bung their heads, if any one fpoke of the Pruffians. Not that

"we heard of any excefs committed by thefe troops: the fenfe that,
if they fhould commit excefs, there was no power that could ef-
fectually bid them cry hold was quite fufficient. People fpoke
much in praife of the commander; and it is ncglc& in me to
have forgotten his name. ”

Who was this fabulous giant, Roland ? Here he is, again, in the
market place. -I have met with him, that is with his effigies, in
many parts of Germany. Before, I generally found him cut in
wood : and fo he had here formerly been : but fome mifchievous
rogues, vile marauders, intending to deftroy this fuppofed cham-
pion of the liberties of Bremen, had the cruelty to burn him
and the good citizens reproduced him.in ftone. At prefent, they
admirc his beauty : as you may read, in the lucubrations of th@
learned Profeffor, Chrﬁum Nikolaws Roller.*
~ Perhaps you have never read or heard of this Profeflor? Ger-
many can afford an army of Profeflors, of whom no man has ever
heard or read, beyond the prccm&s of each diftri&, where they in-
dividually refide.

- With refpedt to the beautxful proportxons of this hewn ftone
figure, I can only fay, that thofe who regard it as fo admirable
have either not feen or not confidered the Apollo Belvedere. .

. In every branch of the fine arts, there are happy yet obvious
thoughts: which, when once conceived, every man who meets
with them is furprikd they were not his own. In the city of
Bremen, there are many public pumps: fountains would have
been a finer word; but I am not writing romance. Various of
them have quamt fculptured figures; with little meaning and lefs

* Versuch einer Geschicht der Kaiserlichen und Reichsfreyen-Stadt Bremen. 1799.
VOL. I. D tafte :
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tafte : one however was the very reverfe. The pump was plain,
and unadorned ; except that a pilgrim ftood on its top, with his
fcrip and ftaff.

- Lions and mermaids, fpouting water, are ridiculous: river gods
with their urns, however claffical, are little better. When the |
poct defcribes them, indeed, the charms of his di€lion fwectly
fteal away our underftanding: but, when they become marble,
they take a fubftance and a form, that invite or rather oblige us
to inquire into their reality. The thirfty pilgrim, coming to the
pure {pring and affuaging the moft importunate of all our appetites,
is no caprice of the fancy, It teaches luxury to recolle& the in-
cftimable value of water; and the weary wanderer to fecl how
truly happy is he, by whom pure water may be had. The
thought, though paftoral and fimple, is allied to the fublime:
and the painter, or the fculptor, who fhall feel it in all its beauty,
will everlaftingly renounce allegory. _

Travellers have formed a kind of routine, and have eftablithed
fomething like a trading fociety : not for the curiofities they have
to fell ; but for thofc they have to defcribe. From the time I
became a member of this body, I have made it a duty to hunt
through many a hole and comer, into which it is not probable I
fhould otherwife have ever fet foot. -

Of this number, in Bremen, is a vault, under the dom kirche
(cathedral), called the bley- keller (lead vault), fo named from lead,
which covered the roof; and, being melted by lightning, fell into
this place. Since that period, it has continued fo remarkably
free from moifture, that certain dead bodies, which have been de-
pofited there, have become a kind of mummies.

One of them is the remains of an Englifh Couptefs, of whofe
real name I could get no authentic information, and whofe hair I
was told was as perfe&t as on the day that the died. This affer-

tion

e —— e — - i P
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tion was made as well by the natives as by fome Englifhmen ;
who affirmed they had examined and could teftify the fa@. They
could not intend to deceive me, for they knew I was going to the
place; and yet their information was falfe. So apt are men to
repeat what they hear, to credit the marvellous, and to fuppofe
that a flight glance is an accurate inquiry. The hair had almoft
difappeared ; and the body, inftead of being in the ftate they de-
fcribed, was thrunk, and refembled dirty parchment : but fo tough
as not eafily, I fuppofe, to be torn afunder ; for the man, who
fhowed the vault, toffed it over and back again without the leaft
apprehenfion that he thould injurc his future revenue.

I was likewife told that various dead animals, and particularly
birds, were perfedly preferved: fo that the feathers of the latter
did not fall off. This was equally incorre® ; the birds were in a
very ragged and decayed ftate.

The changes however that take place, iii this vault, are re-
markably flow ; and dlﬂ'crcnt from thoﬁ: that ufually happen to
the dead.

I left the bley-keller ; and we went into the church whcrc, ac-
cording to my learned Profeflor Roller’s hiftory of Bremen, which
I had juft bought; we were to fee a mafterly picture of the day of
judgment. The chicf thing that I noticed was the known cof-
tume of the Lutheran devil; a blue jacket. I had feen too many
inftances of fimilarity, between the fuperftitions of the Catholic .
and Lutheran religion, to be furprifed at finding here a copy of
the miraculous handkerchief.

The Englith boy, Mr. Lane’s fon, attended us. He was well
acquainted with and fincerely believed all the ftrange ftories, which
are current among the populace of Bremen. He had fhown us a
. haunted houfe ; which a daring Englith Colonel had ventured to
inhabit; but, faid the boy, he was foon glad to gct away.

D2 He
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He pointed to a ftone, in the church, on which a poor faint had
been martyred ; as we ourfelves might prove: for, if we rubbed a
ftick upon it, we fhould certainly {mell his burned remains.

Pafling through the cloifter, he pointed to a door, which no
key will open; and which people dare not break down. The
reafon was a very forcible one. In this place troops of devils ufed
formerly to play at dutch-pins; and ‘mdde fo hideous an uproar,
that the pricfts were obliged to affemble in a body, to quell and
barricado them up in a vauit, the door of which, fince th:s awe-
ful ceremony, no man has ventured to force.

I have no where feen churches kcpt cither with the fame clean-
linefs or decorum as in ‘England: in this, noify children were
playing at hide and feek ; and dirt-and dilapidation were in every
comer. Neither the architeéture of this church, nor any work of
art it contained, that I faw, were of fufficient excellence to de-
ferve notice. Rude figures, quaint concxits, and ridiculous bigotry,
are far from being fcarce.
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CHAPTER VI

THE TOWN HALL, WITH SPECIMENS OF THE TA?TE THAT STILL PRE-
VAILS IN THESE COUNTRIES—THE PUBLIC WINE CELLAR, AND THE
DECLINE OF DRUNKENNESS—THE EXCHANGE. REMARKABLE COFFEE-
HOUSE—A SKETCH OF THE MUSEUM OF BREMEN—THIRST OF THE
GERMANS AFTER KNOWLEDGE—-REMARKS ON MANNERS; A GER-
MAN PETIT-MAITRE—REMAINS OF ANCIENT USAGES. *

HE rath-haus, or town-hall, has been the admiration of

the inhabitants; and, with the greateft number of them,

fo it remains: except that men forget to admire what they daily

fee.. It is of the mixed archite@ure, loaded with ornaments, flat-

tering to the vulgar eye, and muft have coft enormous fums, and

great labour. The fhops, in the lower part, made us remember
Exeter Change ; and the effe@ was animated, and pleafant.

Over this is a large chamber, open to every body, where we
found feveral vile paintings: the jﬁdgmcnt of Solomon, with the
portraits of Noah, David, and Jehofaphat, Cato, Cafar, and Ci-
cero: each labelled, and with long citations. The painter was a
prudent man; and had the rare quality of bcmg confcious of -his
own ignorance in his art.

As companions to thefe pagans, patriarchs, and prophets, were
the portraits of a whale and a fword-fith: the memories of which
the wife burghers of Bremen have been defirous to immortalize ;
becaufe they were caught in, or at the mouth of, their river.
Every thing that happens to ourfelves is extraordinary.

Round the benches, on which the burghers occafionally fit when
affembled,
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affembled, are the effigies of another heterogeneous mixture, of
ancient philofophers, faints, poets, fathers of the church, evan-
gelifts, and angels; drefled like monks and cardinals, as corpulent
as cooks; all preaching morality, in rhimes of platt Deutch and
gothic chara@ers. Among the grotefque ornaments, of this cham-
ber, were two pictures in a better ftyle. Though far from excel-
lent, they were much degraded, by the company they were in.

To what trains of thought, on times, manners, and the ftrange
viciffitudes of the human mind, does the contemplation of fuch
obje@s lead ! '

Under this rath-haus is the public wine cellar: a luxury which,
I believe, no city of Germany is without: and of which each is
ambitious of poffefling the beft. I imagine the vice of drunken-
nefs is every where on the decline. I have never found it a cuf-
tom, abroad, for men to fit and excite each other, by every mo-
tive of vanity, ridicule, and even force, to murder at once both

mind and body, by this deteftable pra@ice. In Germany, as in

France, the general excefs is that of eating. In all thefe public
cellars, they have wine of fo great an age that it is faid, and I

fuppofe truly, half-a-guinea for a glafs of it would not pay intereft

of money. That of Lubeck is reported to be the beft.

By the fide of the rath-haus is the birse, or exchange; a more
modern and neat building,

Oppofite to this is a coffee-houfe ; remarkable for the numerous
figures, of no contemptible ftyle and tafte, in baffo-relievo, on it’s
walls. This is a fpecies of luxury that has long been practifed by
the Germans; as I have witnefled in feveral of their towns; par-
ticularly at Brunfwick, where I met with two houfes faced with
very ancient grotefque carvings, fo carious as highly to deferve
notice. '

The next day, we eafily obtained admiffion to the Mufeum : an

inftitution
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inftitution not unworthy the natice, in fome refpedts, of the moft
learned naturalift. I fpeak from report, and a flight furvey : for
I have no pretenfions to this kind of knowledge: but I was told
that few cabinets contain a more perfeé colle@tion of ferpents,
fnakes, and the reptiles of thofe races; -and what I faw appeared
to juftify the aflertion.

It is a recent eftablithment, formed by private individuals, each
of whom is defirous of contributing the rarity that he is fortunate
enough to procure ; and, as donations are feldom refufed, or too
ftri?ly examined, trifling things are neceflarily admitted; and a
more fcientific arrangement can only be the work of time.

The Germans deferve high praife, as well for their public as
their private efforts to obtain and promote knowledge. In rude
houfes, where no man would have expe&ed the leaft relick of
fcience, and which not only tafte but common convenience feemed
to have forfworn, I have met with men, as I travelled, whe
abounded in knowledge; and who fpoke even of the fine arts
fo as to prove, though they had not feen, they had read.

To this love of literature the Mufeum at Bremen is indebted,
for its prigin. When Lavater’s expenfive work on phyfiognomy
appeared, three of the inhabitants, exceedingly defirous to read it,
propofed to each other to purchafe it in common, and perufe it
in turn.  This fuggefted the convenience of buying other books;
and at laft of clubbing their fmall libraries, hiring a common
room, and having eacha key. Pipes and tobacco .could not be
forgotten : ice to a Neapolitan is not & more preffing want. Here
they came, read, fmoked,” and meditated; whenever they had
leifure. From this fmall beginning, the fociety grew; and the
fpirit with which it has been maintained, the gencrofity of its
members, the ardour of their zeal, and their thirft of inquiry, have ;

‘ been
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been rewarded by the pleafures which knowledge affords, and the
applaufe of the furrounding cities.

One of its oldeft members, Mr. Tityens, very politely intro-
duced us; and the librarian with no lefs civility exhibited, and
explained, the curiofities depofited in this Mufeum : confifting, be-
fide what has been mentioned, of various claffes of natural hiftory,
a library, and feveral -ufeful mechanical models. It is happy for
man, when the purfuit of knowledge becomes his recreation.

The manners of the people feemed to be orderly, fober, and
unaffe&ted : not refined ; for refinement is here an exotic, which
- requires the utmoft care of cultivation; but honeft, and fincere.
A German male fervant enters a lady’s bed-room, without the
leaft ceremony ; and, if a ftranger, not accuftomed to fuch boorifh
freedom, take offence, the fervant cannot underftand the reafon of
this fuppofed ridiculous delicacy.

A German petit-maitre is one of the moft ludicrous of the tribe.
. Of this we met with a fpecimen at Bremen. The fon of a rich
merchant, who had travelled, occafionally dined at the table of -
our hoft ; to whom the money of himfelf, and his friends, could
not but be welcome. He had all the felf-fufficient conceit of the
French coxcomb, as painted by Boi/ly, in Le Frangais & Londres :
but with fo utter an infenfibility that, inftead of being laughable,
it was difgufting. He handled—the fimile, though not refined,
is fo literally true that I cannot fpare it—he handled the fervant
maids, who came within his reach, as a butcher in Smithfield
market does cattle. It was the cuftom of the country, and gave
them no offence. To the miftrefles, if they were young, or hand-
fome, he offered fnuff in his gold-box, difplayed his watch and
‘his diamond ring, like a’ true trader carefully recounting how
much they coft, and would honour them, if they pleafed, by giving

them
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them a ride in his. fuhl-wagen. The petit-maitre is a charater
not fit for a German : to complete him, his father thould be a petit-
matitre, and his mother a coquet; and, to the honor of German
good fenfe be it faid, a family or race of petit-maitres is here a
rarity.

The travelled man, who gave himf{elf thefe airs, and who af-
fected a most profound knowlcdgc of the code of politenefs, dipped
his potatoes in the difh, at dinner, and fkimmed the top of the
rice pudding with his knife : which mode of feeding was common
to himfelf, and his compamons

It was truly comic to hear a young Englithman, who was at
table, comment upon German rudenefs. He was himfelf as ill-
bred, and nearly as ignorant, a John Bull as ever left his country,
to laugh at other countries; all of which he neverthelefs treated
with the moft fovereign contempt.

As an inftance of the antique fimplicity, which. ftill endeavours
to retain its exiftence in Bremen, the people on a Sunday break-
faft at fix in the morning, and dine at.ten. On other days, cleven
is the workman's dinner hour.
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